United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/743,246 12/22/2003 William J. Garrison MOTO BCS03 1 92 6962 



7590 10/10/2007 

Kin-Wah Tong, Esq. 

Moser, Patterson & Sheridan, L.L.P. 

Suite 100 

595 Shrewsbury Avenue 
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 



EXAMINER 
TEKLE, DANIEL T 



ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER 

2621 



MAIL DATE | DELIVERY MODE 

10/10/2007 PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



« 

Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/743,246 


Applicant(s) 

GARRISON ETAL. 


Pvominor 

Daniel Tekle 


Art Unit 

2621 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The specification page 9 paragraph 27 contains language that makes claim 10 
non statutory. The term "computer readable medium" as used herein, refers to any 
medium, signal or carrier that provides information or is useable by a processor(s). This 
passage of the disclosure presents intrinsic evidence showing that Applicant intends for 
the term "medium" to cover something beyond physical articles or objects which are 
functionally or structurally interconnected with the instructions in such a manner as to 
enable the instructions to act as a computer component and realize their functionality. 
Since such a medium, signal or carrier that the term "computer readable medium" 
referred to may take many forms, including, but not limited to, non-volatile, volatile, and 
transmission media... Transmission media includes coaxial cable, copper wires and fiber 
optics, including the wires, i.e., electromagnetic waves that can be modulated, as in 
frequency, amplitude, or phase, to transmit information signals. 
Additionally, transmission media can take the form of acoustic or light waves, such as 
those generated during radio wave and infrared data communications. As such, claim 
10 as written and in view of Applicant's disclosure page 9 paragraph 27 is not limited to 
a statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. 
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The dependent claims included in the statement of rejection but not specifically 
addressed in the body of the rejection have inherent the deficiencies of their parent 
claim and have not resolved the deficiencies. Therefore, they are rejected based on the 
same rationale as applied to their parent claims above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kobayashi(US 6,108,728). 

Regarding claim 1: Kobayashi discloses a method of representing allocation of storage 
unit capacity within an audio/video (AV) recording device, comprising: identifying a 
quantity of AV program data stored on said storage unit (column 9 lines 1-7 and figure 
5); obtaining a storage schedule for new AV program data defined over a predetermined 
time period (columns 2-3, lines 38-9); obtaining a deletion schedule for old AV 
program data defined over said predetermined time period (columns 11-12, lines 65- 
35); and producing temporally dynamic indicia representative of allocation of capacity of 
storage unit over said predetermined time period in response to said quantity of AV 
program data, said storage schedule, and said deletion schedule (column 11-12 lines 
65-35). 
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Regarding claim 2: Kobayashi discloses a method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
displaying a pictorial representation of said temporally dynamic indicia on a display 
device in communication with said AV recording device (figure 5). 
Regarding claim 3: Kobayashi discloses a method of claim 1 , wherein step of 
producing comprises: (a) selecting a time (column 10 lines 1-30); (b) determining a 
storage configuration of storage unit in response to quantity of AV program data, 
storage schedule, and deletion schedule at selected time (column 10 lines 1-30); (c) 
repeating steps (a) and (b) to determine a plurality of storage configurations for a 
respective plurality of times (column 10 lines 1-30 and columns 11-12, lines 65-35); 
and (d) combining plurality of storage configurations to form said temporally dynamic 
indicia (figure 5). 

Regarding claim 4: Kobayashi discloses a method of claim 3, further comprising: 
successively displaying pictorial representations of plurality of storage configurations on 
a display device in communication with said AV recording device to define a graphical 
animation (figure 5). 

Regarding claim 5: Kobayashi discloses a method of claim 4, wherein graphical 
animation comprises a pie chart (figure 5). 

Regarding claim 6: Kobayashi discloses a method of claim 1, further comprising: 
modifying a recording configuration of AV recording device in response to temporally 
dynamic indicia (columns 11-12, lines 65-35); and re-producing temporally dynamic 
indicia in response to modified recording configuration (figure 5). 
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Regarding claim 7: Kobayashi discloses a method of claim 6, wherein step of 
modifying comprises at least of: increasing compression ratio of an AV program stored 
on storage unit; and increasing compression ratio of an AV program scheduled for 
storage on storage unit (column 4 lines 5-16). 

Regarding claim 8: Kobayashi discloses a method of claim 6, wherein step of 
modifying comprises: deleting an AV program stored on storage device (column 11-12 
lines 65-35). 

Regarding claim 9: Kobayashi discloses a method of claim 6, wherein step of 
modifying comprises: archiving an AV program stored on storage device (columns 11- 
12 lines 65-35). 

Regarding claim 10: Claim 10 rejected for the same subject matter as claim 1 . 
Regarding claims 11-13: Claims 11-13 are rejected for the same subject matter as 
claim 4-6 respectively. 

Regarding claims 14-20: Claims 14-20 are rejected for the same subject matter as 
claim 1-2 and 5-9 respectively. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel.Tekle whose telephone number is 571-270-1 117. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm M-R and 7:30-4:00 Every 
other F.. 



i 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Daniel Tekle 




